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Course Syllabus

Welcome to the course! I’m David-Bard Schwarz, Professor of Music here at UNT. Our course is online, so
you’ll reach me through the Inbox feature of our course on Canvas, or through UNT email. My address
is david.schwarz@unt.edu (mailto:david.schwarz@unt.edu)  You can get a sense of me, my background,
publications, interests, at http://www.davidbardschwarz.com (http://www.davidbardschwarz.com/)

The course will be quite intense; the routine will involve three days with lots of content: video lectures;
scores to study; recordings to study; (graded) discussion boards in which to participate. These three days
will often be followed by a day in which a paper is due. 

Course Description: In this course we will study 18 - and 19 -Century works of music in the classical
repertoire. We will study these works through listening, score study, and reading scholarship. I present
lectures on each topic covered in the course. You can find detailed instructions on how to prepare your work
below and on the Assignments tab for our course (where I present to you the paper assignments and
discussion requirements for the course) and in the Modules tab (where you will find all the materials you
need for the course).

Pre-requisites: You must be a graduate student currently enrolled in the College of Music, and you must
have fulfilled all music theory deficiencies.

Objectives:

By the end of our course, you will have the tools to understand, articulate, and communicate to others
the diatonic and chromatic nature of the musical language of 18 - and 19 - Century classical music; you
will be able to understand, articulate, and communicate to others relations between a text of poetry and
its setting in art songs; and you will be able to understand, articulate, and communicate to others the
nature of the sonata in common-practice music.
Most importantly, you will be able to understand, articulate, and communicate to others the relationship
between all of this knowledge and the complex art of musical performance.
And you will also have mastered the art of how to write music criticism at a professional level—
formulating a thesis, unfolding that thesis logically supported with musical and scholarly examples, and
aiming these features towards a precise audience, purpose, with an appropriate voice in clear
sentences, paragraphs, and essay-level rhetoric.

Modular Course Objectives:

Module1) diatonic and chromatic music. successful completion of this module (discussion + paper) will
enable you to be clear concerning a) the relationship between diatonic and chromatic musical materials, and
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b) how they relate to each other in many of the works that you will teach. perform, and study. An A will reflect
an outstanding grasp of these relations; a B will reflect a professional and adequate grasp of these relations;
a C will reflect a level of understanding below graduate level.

Module 2) text and art song. successful completion of this module (discussion + paper) will enable you to
understand the salient aspects of early 19th century lyric poetry and how composers set such texts to music.
An A will reflect creative and precise understanding of both text and music with a keen sense of what music
can "add" to poetic meaning. An A will also reflect an organic incorporation of the distinctions between
diatonic and chromatic musical materials from module 1); a B will reflect a professional and competent grasp
of text and musical setting and a clear sense of diatonic and chromatic elements of song; a C will reflect a
level of understanding text and musical relations as well as diatonic and chromatic relations below graduate
level.

Module 3) form. successful completion of this module (discussion + paper) will enable you to understand,
teach, and apply William Caplin's theories of form to any classical piece of tonal music.  You will understand
and be able to apply Caplin's notion of "tight-knit" and "loose-knit" structures; you will understand and be
able to apply Caplin's notion of presentation, continuation, and cadence as function. An A will reflect
creative, clear, and nuanced understanding of applications of these theories; a B will reflect professional and
competent mastery of these techniques; a C will reflect a grasp of these aspects of formal theory below
graduate level. 

Course Materials: All materials you need are presented in our Canvas website application. You will, of
course, need a computer and a robust connection to the internet.

Technical Skills: You need to be able to have installed and be ready to use MS-word, Adobe Acrobat, and
Adobe Acrobat Reader. NOTE: you will be including musical examples in your papers; you are free to make
one of these decisions: EITHER 1) write out music examples by hand and incorporate them directly into the
body of your written work (and you need to figure out how to do this), OR 2) mock-up your music examples
using Finale or Sibelius and incorporate these examples into the body of your work. The latter is far more
elegant than the former, but you are free to decide which path you take, and which path you take will not
affect your grade.

Netiquette: Let’s communicate with each other with clarity, honesty, and respect.

Course Requirements: three papers for the course (details under Assignments) and daily participation in
the Discussion board. I will grade discussion board participation daily at 6 p.m. Please make sure your
contributions have been posted by then, and remember: discussion board participation is 10% of your grade
or one entire "letter"; and discussion board participation requires that you watch, absorb, and learn the
content (musical + analytical) of each lecture assigned for the day!

NOTE: all papers and discussion posts are due by 6 p.m. on a given day. I won't be able to grade late
discussion posts. Papers will loose points per hour late as described on the assignments!

Grading: paper #1 = 20%; paper #2 = 20%; paper #3 = 50%; Discussion Board Engagement = 10% 
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Course Expectations: I expect you to do the following for each day, thoroughly, in this order: 1) read and
carefully digest the materials presented in handouts (when there are handouts); 2) listen to the works with
concentrated attention (there is music for almost every lecture); 3) study the scores provided and develop a
personal sense of what’s going on musically in the works at hand; 4) watch the lecture associated with the
given assignment; 5) participate in the Discussion Board and / or email me with questions, reactions, ideas,
etc.

I also expect you to familiarize yourself from 12/16 with the first paper assignment and plan how and when
you will write that paper. Upon receiving back my comments on paper #1, I expect you to immediately
familiarize yourself with the second paper assignment and plan how and when you will write that paper.
Upon receiving back my comments on paper #2, I expect you to immediately familiarize yourself with the
third paper assignment (the most ambitious) and plan how and when you will write that paper.

Policies:

ADA Policy: The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with
disabilities. Students seeking reasonable accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability
Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with a
reasonable accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your
specific needs in a course. You may request reasonable accommodations at any time, however, ODA
notices of reasonable accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any
delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of reasonable accommodation for every
semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are
strongly encouraged to deliver letters of reasonable accommodation during faculty office hours or by
appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their
designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student.  For additional information see the Office of
Disability Accommodation website at http://disability.unt.edu/  (http://disability.unt.edu/) . You may also
contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.

Important Notice for F-1 Students taking Distance Education Courses

Federal Regulation

To read detailed Immigration and Customs Enforcement regulations for F-1 students taking online courses,
please go to the Electronic Code of Federal Regulations website at http://www.ecfr.gov/
(http://www.ecfr.gov/) . The specific portion concerning distance education courses is located at Title 8 CFR
214.2 Paragraph (f)(6)(i)(G).

The paragraph reads:

(G) For F-1 students enrolled in classes for credit or classroom hours, no more than the equivalent of one
class or three credits per session, term, semester, trimester, or quarter may be counted toward the full
course of study requirement if the class is taken on-line or through distance education and does not require
the student's physical attendance for classes, examination or other purposes integral to completion of the
class. An on-line or distance education course is a course that is offered principally through the use of
television, audio, or computer transmission including open broadcast, closed circuit, cable, microwave, or
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Course Summary:
 

Date Details

Mon Dec 16, 2019

12/16: DISCUSSION introductions
(https://unt.instructure.com/courses/23653/assignments/429393)

due by 6pm

12/16: DISCUSSION pitch-class and pitch
(https://unt.instructure.com/courses/23653/assignments/429394)

due by 6pm

Tue Dec 17, 2019 12/17: DISCUSSION the interruption
(https://unt.instructure.com/courses/23653/assignments/429396)

due by 6pm

Wed Dec 18, 2019 12/18: DISCUSSION enharmonic re-spelling
(https://unt.instructure.com/courses/23653/assignments/429397)

due by 6pm

Thu Dec 19, 2019 12/19: paper #1: diatonic and chromatic harmony
(https://unt.instructure.com/courses/23653/assignments/428526)

due by 6pm

satellite, audio conferencing, or computer conferencing. If the F-1 student's course of study is in a language
study program, no on-line or distance education classes may be considered to count toward a student's full
course of study requirement.

 University of North Texas Compliance

To comply with immigration regulations, an F-1 visa holder within the United States may need to engage in
an on-campus experiential component for this course. This component (which must be approved in advance
by the instructor) can include activities such as taking an on-campus exam, participating in an on-campus
lecture or lab activity, or other on-campus experience integral to the completion of this course.

If such an on-campus activity is required, it is the student’s responsibility to do the following:

(1) Submit a written request to the instructor for an on-campus experiential component within one week of
the start of the course.

(2) Ensure that the activity on campus takes place and the instructor documents it in writing with a notice
sent to the International Student and Scholar Services Office.  ISSS has a form available that you may use
for this purpose.

Because the decision may have serious immigration consequences, if an F-1 student is unsure about his or
her need to participate in an on-campus experiential component for this course, s/he should contact the UNT
International Student and Scholar Services Office (telephone 940-565-2195 or
email internationaladvising@unt.edu (mailto:internationaladvising@unt.edu) ) to get clarification before the
one-week deadline.
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Date Details

Thu Jan 2, 2020 1/2: DISCUSSION endings
(https://unt.instructure.com/courses/23653/assignments/429400)

due by 6pm

Fri Jan 3, 2020 1/3: DISCUSSION die stadt
(https://unt.instructure.com/courses/23653/assignments/429403)

due by 6pm

Mon Jan 6, 2020 1/6: DISCUSSION ihr bild
(https://unt.instructure.com/courses/23653/assignments/429406)

due by 6pm

Tue Jan 7, 2020

1/7: DISCUSSION: mozart and beethoven
(https://unt.instructure.com/courses/23653/assignments/429412)

due by 6pm

1/7: paper #2: poetry and music: "In der ferne" by Franz Schubert
 (https://unt.instructure.com/courses/23653/assignments/428527)

due by 6pm

Wed Jan 8, 2020 1/8: DISCUSSION beethoven's 9th
(https://unt.instructure.com/courses/23653/assignments/429413)

due by 6pm

Thu Jan 9, 2020 1/9: DISCUSSION tristan + isolde
(https://unt.instructure.com/courses/23653/assignments/429421)

due by 6pm

Fri Jan 10, 2020 1/10: paper #3; beethoven, waldstein piano sonata
(https://unt.instructure.com/courses/23653/assignments/428528)

due by 6pm
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